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Towards a History of Unmarked Feminine Gender in Hebrew

Abstract: In Classical Hebrew and other Semitic languages, some nouns 

were feminine though they did not have feminine endings   or  and 

did not denote females. Usually these nouns belonged to some particular 

semantic groups. In Modern Hebrew, only a small number of frequently 

used nouns inherited morphologically unmotivated feminine gender 

from the earlier historical periods, but "live" semantic analogy does not 

work anymore. The only exception is the group of nouns that mean 

paired body parts and adjacent objects. 

Keywords: gender, feminine, morphological classes, body parts, 

grammatical analogy, unalienable. 
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